State of New Jersey

OFFICE OF THE CORRECTIONS OMBUDPERSON
Special Assignment Report

	Institution:  Northern State Prison 
                      
	Date of Assignment:  April 28, 2021

	Assignment / Event:  

                                      Special Operations Group Search of Echo Unit



On Wednesday April 28, 2021, AO Farrell, AO King and AO Blakeslee attended the Special Operations Group (SOG) search of Echo Unit at Northern State Prison.  The Assistant Ombudspersons arrived on Unit E1W at approximately 7:00 am as the search was just getting underway. Following the completion of the search of E1W, SOG staff proceeded to search Unit E1E, followed by Unit E3W and finally Unit E3E.  All inmates were strip searched in their cells and sent to the recreation yard prior to the cells being searched. In addition, each cell was videotaped prior to the start of the cell search, and again once all of the searches were completed.  

A K9 handler and his dog were present during the searches of the units. In addition, prior to the cells being searched, two additional K9 handlers and dogs are brought to the unit in order to have the dogs search for contraband. Any “hits” by the dogs are noted and the staff searching the cell are advised. The Ombudspersons toured each unit and observed the cell searches in progress.  Items not authorized for retention were placed outside of each cell for removal.  

While one Ombudsperson remained on the unit during the cell searches, two Ombudspersons spoke with inmates in the recreation yards. Inmate were asked if they had any concerns with the manner that search was being conducted; any reported concern was reported to the major who was present during the search. Request for Assistance Forms were provided to inmates who had non-emergent issues, which could be addressed at a later time. The final search was completed and inmates returned to their cells at 2:11 pm.  
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